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NATIONALITY OF MARRIED WOMEN 


History. For many years women’s organisations have 
been working steadily for reform of the law regulating 
the nationality of married women and great progress 
has been made. In April, 1929, the Prime Minister 
stated clearly that he considered that a British woman 
who married an alien should no longer automatically 
lose her nationality; that an alien woman marrying 
a British subject should not have his nationality con- 
ferred upon her unless she so desire: and that a 
married woman should be regarded as an individual, 
competent in her own right to claim and be admitted 
to British citizenship. The representative of the 
British Government at the Codification Conference 
at the Hague in April last stated publicly that he 
desired to take that opportunity of saying, on behalf 
of his Government, that in voting for the Bases 
as they stand his Government did not in any way 
modify their strong opinion that a woman ought not, 
on marriage, to lose her nationality or to acquire a new 
nationality without her consent. A Bill embodying 
this policy and backed by representatives of every 
political party was introduced by Captain Cazalet into 
the House of Commons without a division on February 
25th, 1930, and in order to co-ordinate the work of the 
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numerous organisations demanding this reform, this 
special Committee has been formed of women 
nominated by many of these Societies and of members 
from both Houses of Parliament and of all political 
parties. 


Present Position. The Nationality of Married Women Bill 
can only reach the Statute Book if the Government 
gives time for all its stages. The Committee is 
therefore concentrating on the demand that the Govern- 
ment provide the necessary facilities, and is organising 
a campaign throughout the country to make manifest 
to the Cabinet the widespread desire for this reform. 
If all supporters unite now, success will be achieved, . 
and all societies and individuals are urged to take steps 
to bring this matter to the notice of their Parliamentary 
representatives and of the Government. 


Proposed Action. Everyone into whose hands this leaflet 
comes is asked to take immediate action on one or 
more of the following lines :— 


1. Submit either of the following or a similar resolution 
to meetings of every organisation with which they 
are in touch, whether political, social, educational 
or religious. These. resolutions should be passed 
at ordinary members’ meetings, public gatherings, 
or meetings of Executives, and a copy sent to the 
Prime Minister. If possible, an additional copy 
should be sent to the Home Secretary, Foreign 
Secretary, Dominions Secretary, the local Member 
of Parliament and to the Organising Secretary of 
this Committee, 26, Eccleston Street, Westminster. 


Resolution A. 


no A DEB MORRIS OTE ae. irae ecg welcomes the statement 
of the Prime Minister that a British woman marrying 
an alien should no longer automatically lose her nation- 
ality ; that an alien marrying a British subject should 
not have his nationality conferred upon her unless she so 
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desire ; and that a married woman should be regarded 
as an individual, competent in her own right to claim and 
be admitted to British nationality; and urges the Govern- 
ment to support The Nationality of Married Women Bill, 
so that it, or a similar measure, may be placed upon the 
Statute Book without delay.”’ 


Resolution B. 


Polis NCeune- Clie. jd teere kl urges the Government to 
take immediate steps to ensure that a woman marrying 
an alien shall be entitled to retain her nationality.” 


2. Form small local ‘“‘ Pass the Bill’’ Committees, 
similar to the one at Headquarters, to take steps to 
have such a resolution passed by all organisations 
in the neighbourhood and to bring the matter 
before the local Members of Parliament. The 
initiative may be taken by any one of the societies 
co-operating in the campaign or by individuals. 


3. Arrange for speakers to address meetings on the Bill; 
such meetings to be organised specially or speakers 
to be sent to those already convened for other 
purposes. 


4. Send a letter to the local Press setting forth the 
case for the Bill and endeavouring to initiate a 
correspondence. 


Urgency. It is especially important that this work be 
done at once in order to secure from the Government 
without delay definite parliamentary action on 
these lines; and also because in September the next 
meeting of the Imperial Conference takes place. 
Legislation in this country will be particularly useful 
in encouraging the Dominions to undertake similar 
legislation, and the Women’s Organisations throughout 
the British Commonwealth are making every effort 
to bring this about. 


Present Law. A British woman who marries a foreigner 
is deemed to be an alien. She must register with the 
police. Abroad her own country refuses her a passport 
and that protection which it gives to her brother who 
marries a foreigner. Her parliamentary and municipal 
votes are taken from her. After the war the British 
Government deprived of their property many British 
women for no other reason than that they had alien 
husbands. Half the world has already given to 
married women this most fundamental political right. 


Act Now. The right moment has now come to make 
a special push so as to ensure that this measure be 
passed into law without delay and so restore to women 
the right of which they were deprived in 1870, viz., 
that of keeping their nationality after marriage 
with a foreigner. Victory will be achieved if all work 
together now. Donot let anyone fail to make full use 
of this opportunity to share in placing this reform 
upon the Statute Book. 


Literature. Offers of help should be sent to the Organis- 
ing Secretary, 26, Eccleston Street, S.W.1, from whom 
information and literature can be obtained. Pamphlets 
available include :— 

“The Nationality of Married Women,” being a state- 
ment of the international position as at August, 1929, 
published by the Federation of University Women, 
price 7d. post free :— 

The Memorandum presented by a _  Deputation 
from Women’s Organisations to the Home Secretary 
on January 13th, 1930, being a statement of the 
British position as at that date, published by the 
National Council of Women, Price 2d. post free :-— 
and the Report of the Joint Demonstration of the ~ 
International Council of Women and the International 
Alliance for Suffrage and Equal Citizenship at the 
Hague, March, 1930, published jointly by the two 
organisations, Price 4d. post free. 
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